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About The Letterpress Project

At The Letterpress Project we believe that there is something very special about
reading books. Holding them in your hands, turning the pages, catching the smell of
paper old and new, marveling at the skills of the illustrator and letting the weight of all
those pages settle in your hand or on your lap – it’s an invitation to a journey that can
take you anywhere.
We think that books are a gateway to ideas and adventures that expand our
understanding of the world and ourselves. All reading can do that but nothing does it
better than the collation of paper and ink bound between two covers that, when you
open it, transforms into a relationship between you and the author.
The Letterpress Project is a not-for-profit initiative. The project’s constitution and
details of the Management Committee can be found on our website: 
www.letterpressproject.co.uk/about/what-we-do
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Introduction
The benefits of losing yourself in a world of
stories are so significant that it would be
foolish to ignore them. At Greenfield we
believe reading for enjoyment is essential,
so we all try to make reading and books as
exciting and attractive as possible by using
a variety of approaches.   We place high
quality texts at the heart of our cross-
curricular topics and use the very best
writing to inspire our children and
encourage their development in literacy.
All our classes are named after significant people, including authors.  Children who
read for pleasure have enhanced levels of comprehension, an increased knowledge of
grammar and show improvement in their writing.  The ability to read well and
appreciate books not only helps our children to do well in their learning but also offers
other important, lifelong benefits.  These include a richer vocabulary, the pleasure of
reading in later life, improved general knowledge and a better understanding of other
cultures, people and places.
We also value the love of books and the celebration of stories. We came to hear of
Karen Argent and the Letterpress Project through one of our parents, Ali Ciasullo, a
student at Newman University and whose son Jack is in Year 6. I rang Karen and during
our telephone conversation we soon discovered that we shared a passionate belief in
the importance of children getting their hands on and then getting into a good book.
In January, Karen joined our Year 6 pupils and their teachers, Miss Phillipa Cook and
Miss Cynthy Tang, using books to explore the theme of asylum seekers and refugees.  
This led to all our Year 6 boys and girls working in mixed pairs to compose these
poems which generated considerable interest when they were posted on the
Letterpress website. The children were really shocked to receive compliments on their
writing from many children’s authors including Chris Riddell, the Children’s Laureate,
and they couldn’t believe it when he actually drew a poster to accompany their poetry!
The children’s work also attract attention in the Council of Europe and went on to
receive positive comments from all over the world. 
The children are very excited about this unique poetry book and genuinely surprised
by and very proud of the attention their writing has attracted. Ruby in Year 6 neatly
summed up the children’s reaction: ‘I can’t quite believe it. It was just another normal
writing lesson on a Friday morning.’
Exposure to excellent writing on topical themes combined with empathetic discussion
and outstanding teaching has inspired our Greenfield children to produce this superb,
thought-provoking creative collection, which reveals the honest insight of innocence
and has the power to move people. 
Peter Bravo
Headteacher Greenfield Primary School                    ‘Everyone can grow in a Greenfield’
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Comments 
Comments about ‘We all sleep under the same stars’ poems inspired by the
refugee experience for Greenfield Primary School Year Six and their teachers.

Authors

Verna Wilkins
“Thank you for sharing your amazing selection of poems. They are a beautifully written
with great sensitivity. The use of language works extremely well and every emotion is
clearly depicted in these poems.”
Bali Rai
"We live in a time that feels devoid of hope. Our common humanity, as understood
through that most essential of traits, empathy, seems to have been forgotten. With this
stunning collection, the Year 6 children of Greenfield Primary School in Stourbridge
have shown that not only is empathy alive and well, but that hope is always with us.
These poems are thoughtful, wonderfully well-written and remind us that we are one
race, sharing one world. They are a triumph."
Beverley Naidoo
“Great combination: your imaginative session followed by reflection, reading and
conversation with enthusiastic teachers!”
Tracey Corderoy
"Your poems made me stop and think. They made me imagine, and feel. And that, in
my opinion, is the best sort of poetry. Your words sound like you understand and
you're not afraid to say it as it is. Your work speaks in a touching and mature way.
Thank you for sharing such wonderfully thoughtful pieces..." 
Tim Bowler
“Dear children, I love your poems and pictures. Theyre extremely moving and they
beautifully express the pain and fear that refugees must feel when they’re forced to
leave their homes. Well done to all of you and thank you for letting me see your work. I
send my best wishes”.
Jo Cotterill
“Wonderful poems here, a real range of styles and each one very powerful. I love the
way the poets have used repetition to bring musicality to their verses. My favourite
lines of all are by Jack and Emma: "If life were to deal a different hand, We wouldn't be
at the wrong end of the tunnel." Very strong metaphor, and very effective. And I love
the creative illustrations from everyone too! Well done to everyone involved”.
Alan Gibbons
“What wonderful poems! One of the finest qualities human beings can have is their
ability to see through another person’s eyes, feel the beat of their heart, sense their
sadness and fear, hopes and dreams. That is exactly what the young people in this
collection did in these brilliantly observed pieces of writing”
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Kate Maryon
“Amazing poems!”
Elizabeth Laird
“Thank you so much for sending me these remarkable poems. They’re full of feeling
and passion, imagination and courage. I’d like to thank the children for writing them.
Let’s hope they go on being the poets they are!”
Cathy Cassidy
“I loved these poems - they're amazing, uplifting, thought-provoking and powerful.
These eleven year olds understand the plight of refugees far more clearly than many
adults... there is a lot we can learn from this collection”.
Candy Gourlay
“These poems are by turns bleak and hopeful and oh if only the adult world had so
much empathy and poetry as these young people, there wouldn’t be so much harm
and healing would happen more quickly. Their words are important and the world
should see them”
Bev Brenna (Canada)
“What a powerful collection! I truly believe that writing can make a difference! The
thoughts these writers present have the kind of empathy that can make our world a
supportive one for all people. I look forward to the day when these children are the
adults in control--they will make good decisions.
Keep writing! You are very gifted!”
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Pippa Goodhart
“I think that all those poems are truly
powerful. They paint pictures in the mind
of destruction and danger at sea and
places of safety. But they also take us
inside those experiencing war and escape.
They make us feel their experience. 

Poets

Kevin Cowdall
“For me, a poem is a record of a thought,
memory, observation, or point-of-view;
and the children here have captured that
perfectly! An incredibly thoughtful and
thought provoking, collection – oh, to see
the world through a child’s eyes! My
congratulations to all involved.”
Jonathan Taylor
“These are beautiful poems. What a
wonder project: the poems are touching,
honest and frighteningly realistic. The
children clearly understand what poetry
can do best, which is express empathy,
understanding for others. Given what's
happening in the world at the moment,
there isn't much that's more important.
Thank you for sending them.”

Other Comments

Kay Reid (USA)
I am just writing to thank you all for your wonderful poetry . How talented you are!
Your words were very touching and heartfelt. You painted so many pictures in my head
with your words. I live in Charlotte, North Carolina, USA and as you have probably seen
on the news, we now have a different President and administration here. 

Things are very worrying at the moment. Suggestions are being made to halt some
immigrants coming to our country and to send some people back to the countries they
came from. Many people escaped very difficult lives, persecution and wars to arrive
here. Their journey has not been an easy one and continues to be very difficult for
them. Some children were bought here at a very early age to try and get more
opportunities and to have the chance to go to school here. Can you imagine going to
school in one country and then having to leave your life and all your friends to return
to a country where there is little hope?

We have one of the biggest refugee camps in the US in Charlotte and the children
mainly go to schools near to where I live. Our city is a very welcoming and diverse
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place with opportunities for everyone and we want to keep it like that!
It may seem that America is being very unwelcoming but please don't believe all you
see on the news reports, the majority of all Americans are not happy with this change
in attitude. Unfortunately, the FEW are making us ALL seem hostile. Believe me, we are
not. After all, our country was founded on immigration. 

Think of Ellis island and the Statue of Liberty in New York. We should not forget this.
The world is a global place that can sometimes seem unwelcoming and unfair, but hold
onto the fact that there are lots of good people who will fight for those who need or
ask for help.You have taken a step along this road with your poetry. I look forward to
reading more of your work and KEEP ON WRITING as you will make a difference!
Joanna Hunting (France)
Kay sent your message for me to look at, it is very relevant to the work we are doing
here in the Council of Europe and I’m delighted to read these poems. I’ve sent the link
to my colleagues in the Children’s Division who are doing a lot on children’s rights , to
our Special Representative of the Secretary General on Migration and Refugees and to
my colleague here in the Youth Department who is working with young migrants and
refugees (mainly 16-30 year olds) on social inclusion and participation.

Our work with regard to migrants and refugees is mainly rights-based, we are not in a
position to provide humanitarian aid. Congratulations on your excellent initiative! I
also sent the link to a colleague who is a great book fan as I’m sure he will be
interested in that aspect of your project
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I really love visiting Greenfield Primary School because as
soon as you walk through the door there are wonderful
displays about authors and books. The staff and children
so obviously value the importance of reading and enjoying
books and this time I was invited to work with the whole of
Year 6 about asylum seekers and refugees and how they
are portrayed in books. 

I started the session by showing them a badge with the
slogan ‘We all sleep under the same stars’ and they were
keen to tell me that this meant that people were the same
across the world because they were human. I was so
impressed at their intense concentration and obvious
concern for the terrible plight of people who had to flee
their homes. I was very encouraged by their initial response
to extracts from stories like ‘The Other Side of Truth ‘ by
Beverley Naidoo; ‘ When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit’ by Judith
Kerr; ‘ Shadow’ by Michael Morpurgo and ‘The Arrival’ by
Shaun Tan because they showed such maturity and
compassion. 

A few days later I was delighted to receive these
wonderfully illustrated poems that demonstrated such
sensitivity and empathy. I am sure that you will agree that
they are also very promising young authors who have
clearly been inspired and encouraged by teachers who are
passionate about helping them to develop their creative
writing. 

They have been congratulated by many people, including
several children’s authors who have been moved by their
words and very impressed by the quality of their writing.
When I went back to talk to the children about publishing
the collection as a printed book they were understandably
excited and also suggested that we should send copies to
Donald Trump, Theresa May and other world leaders.
Perhaps we should.

Karen Argent
The Letterpress Project Director 

This project was supported
by the Working with Children
Young People and Families
team who are part of the
School of Human Sciences at
Newman University in
Birmingham.

Newman University is
committed to supporting
Social Justice as a part of its
mission and offers a range of
programmes which are
informed by this perspective.
For further details please
visit the website:
www.newman.ac.uk 


